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Hobart High School’s JROTC .
program, only in its third year, |
is really still in its infancy com- |
pared to those at other schools.

However, four of its cadets

qualified recently to attend the
George C. Marshall Junior | S
ROTC Leadership Symp(}smm N
in Virginia.
- Nearly 286,000 cadets fmm=:
1.545 schools throughout the [SESEE.
United States and overseas were |
tested to participate in the event, |
which focused on Marshall a.nd:-’.j].
his leadership principles. |
The HHS cadets, who scored
_highest in the-Mldwest Ware'"__-_-_.:._
among only 144 chosen to -
' “Th&} d had only ab out Slx' yé .ﬁr with __Lt_ .
months of lﬂStI'uthIBIl, gnly ayear Al VAl Vigin aia Lap
of ROTC before taking the test,”
said Lt. Col. Scott Buhmann, who
runs the HHS program. “We ;  _ -
ﬁ:}?ﬁ}; ::,r: %agi’t bﬁgﬁfﬁnﬁiﬁ trammg Thg _sj_:j-f_;_émnmum ___ﬂ}_;e -__:;-;-ia;;;ﬁf:ej_j._f.smp skllis n sal ilyan, ¢ =
prepare. We didn’t think we'd be ~ said, he}"fd € RIS SKIUS m§§d Sff_g aant ma_] &r Qf the
that competitive because we had %, a mmi"?;:if?t?’- - - squad. “T'll be able to matwate .

~ to cram three years of learmng ey e :-;-_5,.-;:5;531:11& gaets be eE. '
into 8 few months” .;myself as a lea 1lea - _ Pistello also appremated the
" Principal Dave Spitz er vatug nthers I _.-.;:::;Wﬁrse mm saf ﬁadets at the
“At ﬁrst we were in sh@ck " he
“said. “Not that we didn’t feel
they were capable, buttodoitso
quickly is almost unheard of. It
really reflects the commitment
of the instructors and the kids.” _'
Team members were selected
based on how well they
answered questions about lead-
ersmp and leadershlp scenar-
ios. At the symposium, which
was held at Virginia Mllltary:__.
Academy and Washington and
L.ee University, teammates
Anthony Gilyan, Mitch Wei-
dinger, Erick Pistello and Dar-
rell Clark learned about the life
and accomplishments of Mar-
shall, heard prominent speak- |
ers and participated in interac-
tive presentations that put them
in leadership roles. __
“It was really cool haw theyi_'
could get everybody so fired
up,” said Weidinger, who serves
as battalion commander.
Although JROTC 1s a leadar-
ship program and not a military
recruitment tool, Weidinger has
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Ididn’t care muchto  Siariitng Mewvs nover saen
lead but I gam&fﬁ h&QE,’ Buhmann said of the
Cﬁnfldenﬁe; Clark said. “An .,_,;‘f9'ff?};jf;éifi;ﬂexif_:_j;erience :?_:_{;c{i'tr his caﬁetﬁ “1r
_We leamed a Iﬁt abﬂut . was such ﬂn henﬂr fnr these'
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