Kindergarten ABC’s 8

“Come Join our Kindergarten Family!”


Welcome to Mrs. Crouch’s Kindergarten classroom! I am very excited to be your teacher at the Early Learning Center!  Here is a list of ABC’s to start off the school year.  Yes, it is rather lengthy; however, this will help your kindergartener adjust quickly to school as well as answer any questions you may have.  Happy reading! (
9:10 am – 3:10 pm except for Wednesdays.  Wednesdays start at 9:30 a.m.

Our first day will start at normal time.  Late Start Wednesdays will begin Wed, Aug 27th.
Kindergarten ABC’s 

Absences If your child is sick and will not be at school, please contact the office by 9am and let Mrs. Kusbel know. Please plan family trips during scheduled breaks.  It is very hard for your child to make up work in kindergarten since most things are hands-on and are done in class.  If you have a family emergency or need a vacation form, please let us now and we will accommodate.

Birthdays I know how special birthdays are for you and your child.  We do recognize birthdays in our classroom, unless instructed otherwise.  Our birthday celebrations include singing “Happy Birthday”, wearing a birthday crown, and other activities to honor your child.  You may send in a special store bought snack on your child’s birthday to share with the class.  You may bring cupcakes, doughnuts, cookies, etc.  Please do not bring anything that needs to be cut.  Party invitations may be passed out at school ONLY by the teacher.  Summer birthdays will be celebrated at the end of May and in June.  

We will have a new snack calendar system this year.  On your child’s birthday, feel free to send in the birthday treat and skip your child’s snack day that month.  We will keep the other person’s snack for later in the day.
Book Baggies and Pencil (word wall) Pouches  Students will receive a book baggie (gallon plastic bag) filled with books that we make in the classroom as well as books from our Guided Reading groups.  They will also have a pencil pouch filled with word wall words as we learn them throughout the year.  I will send both home on Mondays, Wednesday, and Fridays, to be returned the following day of school.  Students will receive new word wall words on Mondays to practice at home with you.  Please make sure these items are always returned WITH the books and words in them.  They are used in the classroom for partner work and read to self.  Thank you!

Book Orders Each month I will send home a Scholastic Book Club order for you to purchase books for your child at a reduced rate. This is a great way for your child to acquire his/her own library of books and be exposed to different types of literature.  It is also a great way for our classroom to acquire new literature, since we get points towards purchasing books for our classroom when you order!  When the book orders are due, please send the order form and a check (made out to Scholastic Book Club) to school in a sealed envelope or place your order online.  It usually takes two weeks to receive the ordered books.  If you would ever like me to keep the order a secret just let me know (books make great gifts(!)

Breakfast is served every morning in the café for those students who would like to eat.  The price for breakfast is $1.20.  

Discipline Our classroom discipline plan teaches each student to make good decisions about his/her behavior.  In addition, your child will have an opportunity to learn in a positive, nurturing classroom environment. In our classroom, we have a behavior chart with the following levels:

Ready to Learn (Green)- Students will start each day on green! (
Think About It     (Yellow)

Parent Contact (Red)
All students will start out at “Ready to Learn” each day.  Each day they will color (green, yellow, or red) a calendar square based on the day’s behaviors and choices.  Students will be given one verbal warning before having to turn a color, in which the behavior will be indicated in the calendar square.  Any severe issues where students are putting themselves, others, or property in danger, they will immediately be sent to the principal.   

At the end of the month, students can turn in their calendars for a prize.  Different amounts of green will earn them different prizes.  A small amount of green will earn them a sheet of stickers.  A medium amount of green will earn them a pencil.  A large amount of green will earn them a prize from the box.  Numbers will vary based on days of the month, and I will expect more out of the students as the year progresses.  These calendars can be found on an outside pocket of their daily folder, which will be sent home at the end of each day.  Please initial the calendar box for the day so that I can see you are checking your child’s behavior for the day.
Please understand that I do not move children on the behavior chart easily.  I believe in the saying; “You must pick your battles”. If your kindergartener moves a color, he/she may be able to move again throughout the day by making better choices.  Please discuss your child’s behavior daily.

Our main classroom and school rules are:  BE NICE, WORK HARD, and STAY SAFE.  We will also learn about and follow the Lifeskills and Lifelong Guidelines in our classroom (Listed below). Natural consequences will be followed, for example, if a student hurts someone, he/she will have to say, “Sorry” and work through the problem.  If a student pushes someone’s crayons off the table, the child will have to pick them up.  (  

Communication  A good parent-teacher relationship is necessary for school success.  Throughout the year I will communicate as much as possible through notes, my web site, phone calls, and even the “Crouch Chronicle”.  Please check your child’s folder daily.  If you are sending me a note, let your child put it into their folder and please remind them to give it to me in the morning.  In the beginning, I remind them to check their folders, but after that, it is their responsibility.  If you are sending your child to school with any money, please put it in a marked envelope (or plastic baggie) with the child’s name, ID #, teacher, and purpose.  

For example:

Suzy Mayflower

10354

Mrs. Crouch

Apple Orchard Trip
Contact   E-mail is a great way to contact me!  I check my email daily; my current email is: rcrouchclass@hobart.k12.in.us (Make sure to put the “r” before Crouch or your email will go to my husband at the high school or mother-in-law at Joan Martin! ()  If you e-mail via yahoo, I may not get it.  Please use gmail or something else.  Sorry for the inconvenience!

To contact by phone, the number is 219-942-7263  x 8645.  I am here usually by 7:30 and stay until 4.

Field Trips We will go on a few field trips this year in Kindergarten.  Our first field trip will be to the County Line Orchard in September.  We will be able to take parent chaperones on this field trip.  If you are interested in chaperoning any field trips this year, you must have your driver’s license scanned in the office and fill out a volunteer form.  Please do this as soon as possible.  Depending on the field trip, we may need to limit the number of chaperones allowed.  Please be prompt in returning permission slips and money for field trips.  If the money is a hardship for your family, please let me know and arrangements will be made.

Give Me 5 This is our school wide attention getter.  When I raise my right hand and say “Give me 5” the boys and girls know that they must follow the 5 rules below:

-Eyes looking at the teacher/ speaker

-Ears are listening (active listening)

-Bodies are still

-Hands are clapped in our laps

-Our hearts are caring about what the speaker is saying! (
Try this at home- I promise with a little practice and you can have your child listening and looking instantly! (     

Gym  Students will have gym once a week on Monday afternoons as long as our schedule stays the same.  Students should wear comfortable clothes and wear gym shoes.  No sandals or boots please.  You are welcome to keep a pair of gym shoes in your child’s locker if you wish.  This is not required.

Hands-on Learning I feel that the best way to help children learn is by making learning fun! Many important concepts can be learned through meaningful hands-on activities as well as integrating play into the curriculum. There are times when seatwork and quiet time is required and necessary as well as during carpet time, Daily 5, and writer’s workshop.  Our classroom will be an active learning environment where children are engaged!  When appropriate, we will also try to do some centers involving parent volunteers.  We will also do math stations daily where students work with partners on developing math skills.

Help at Home Please spend a few minutes each night at home working on the skills below: 

-READING! ( (Have your child tell you stories by looking at the pictures at first.)
-Printing first name beginning with a capital letter and the rest in lower case

-Identifying letter names             
-Counting numbers to 100 and writing numbers to 30

-Shape names and identification   
-Practicing colors

-Address and phone number       
-Practice tying shoes

Your extra help at home really makes a difference!! Please check the weekly “Crouch Chronicle” for other activities you can do at home!


Homework  I will also begin sending home homework packets on Mondays to be completed by the following Monday.  The homework packets are designed to both review and assist students in becoming accustomed to being responsible for homework.  Word Wall Contracts will also be a part of these to help build knowledge of our words we see frequently, and help students become aware or where they may see these words and how they may use them.  Students will receive a sticker on a chart to graph how many times they return their homework throughout the year.
Illness The question of when to keep your child home from school is often a difficult one, especially when decisions must be made first thing in the morning.  It is important, however, to keep your child home if he/she is ill (especially if he or she is vomiting or has a fever). This helps to make them more comfortable and prevents others from becoming ill.  Children function more effectively in the classroom when they are healthy.

Keep Toys at Home Please do not allow your child to bring any toys to school.   Toys can quickly become a distraction in the classroom and are often lost or broken.  Please check your child’s backpack to confirm that toys are not coming to school.

Library  If our schedule stays the same, we will have library on Wednesday mornings.  Students may keep books for a week and need to be responsible and return them the following week.  If books are lost, please let us know.  If your child is reading above a level E, they may also be eligible to do some reader’s theatre with our librarian.

Life Please let me know if life in general is changing for your kindergartner. If there has been a death in the family, a divorce, or any other difficult situation at home, it can often affect your child in the classroom.  It is not necessary to give me specific details; however, knowing of these situations will allow me to help your child while at school.  Please know that if your child is faced with any difficult situations, we have several home/school coordinators. 

Lunch We will eat lunch and have recess from 12:15 – 12:55.  The students will have the option between ordering a “hot lunch” or bringing a “cold lunch” from home. The price for a school lunch is $2.00.  If you are sending money, please put it in an envelope or plastic baggie with their NAME, LUNCH $ on it.  If you plan to have your child order hot lunch, please make sure that there is money in his or her account.  When the students have a negative balance, a note will be sent home from the Café as a reminder. 

Lunch Visit  Parents, you are welcome to eat lunch with your child at school.  If you plan to order a lunch, please write a note or call the office before 9:00 am to place your order.  Your child may want you to eat lunch with him/her often; however that may not always be the best thing.  Lunchtime is a chance for your child to work on his or her social skills.  When parents are present, the child’s social time is limited and it may hinder his/her social skills.  Remember that you must leave after lunch and that may make things harder for your child.  

Math  Most of the math instruction happens during calendar time.  During calendar we count, discuss patterns, learn numbers before and after a number, identify a set of objects, learn place value by counting the number of days we have been in school using straws, learn about tally marks (counting by 5’s and 10’s) and work on addition and subtraction.  These skills are also worked on during math choices, where I teach a short math lesson and send students back to work in teams of 2 or 3 on individualized math games/activities we have already practiced together.  I can then meet with small groups of students.
Money Please make sure that all money is sent to school in an envelope or plastic baggie that is clearly marked with your child’s name, my name (Crouch), and what the money is meant for. Please make sure that the envelope is placed inside your child’s red daily take-home folder.  Please do not send money in your child’s pocket.  Money can be a great distraction and is often lost before getting into the classroom.
Name Right now the most important thing that you can work on at home is your kindergartener’s first name!  Please have your son or daughter practice writing his or her first name with a capital at the beginning and then all other letters lowercase. As your child works on writing his or her name, focus on each letter and its name.  Then you can ask some questions of your child- “Is this letter in your name?” “Do you have any letters that are the same as your brother or sister?” “Can you find any letters from your name in this sign, letter, etc.?”


* We will work on last names in Quarter 3
Nurse If your child goes to visit the nurse, they will come back with a form documenting what has happened.  You may also receive a phone call.  This year, we are requesting that you send an extra pair of clothes to be kept in your child’s backpack in case of a bathroom accident or the occasional mud puddle. 
Open lines of communication Please let me know if you have ANY concerns or questions regarding your child throughout the year.  I feel that it is our job to work together as partners to help your child have a successful first year.  Feel free to contact me by calling The Early Learning Center; however, if the students are in the classroom I may not be able to talk.  Please leave a message and I will return your call as soon as possible. You may also send a note in your child’s daily take-home folder or send an email.  I will respond to all emails, phone calls, and notes as soon as possible. 
Parent Volunteers I strongly encourage you to volunteer either in the classroom or at home!  There are many options when it comes to volunteering:

· In the classroom (filing, helping to prepare for projects, and working with students in small groups and individually)

· At home (helping to put together games or projects, cutting and pasting, sorting, etc.)

· Donating items for parties, classroom activities, cooking projects

· Coordinating the class parties as a room parent 

I hope that you will take advantage of this wonderful opportunity to be a part of your child’s education! In your packet of information you will find a sheet to fill out letting me know what you are able to help with.

Quick Goodbyes ….leave dry eyes! ( 

Questions PLEASE feel free to ask any and all questions.  I know that school is a new adventure for many parents and you may have many questions.  Please don’t hesitate to ask! (
Reading At the beginning of the year students will work on upper and lower case letters and the sounds they represent.  They will also learn about parts of a book, and basic concepts like identifying characters and places as well.  In September, we will begin to add some very basic sight words to our repertoire to help us with our reading.  We will learn these through stories that we will read and by practicing saying and writing these words.  These words will be placed on our word wall in our classroom.  Your child will also read in Guided Reading Groups where they have the opportunity to identify and read these sight words from the word wall.  They will begin to develop good reading strategies that will help them read books at the Kindergarten level.  They should be at a D by the end of kindergarten.
Report Cards  Our report card is based on quarters, therefore, report cards will be sent home four times a year.  Based on these reports you will be able to tell what standards your child is meeting and which ones he/she will need some additional help with at home.  You will also be able to see what your child will be responsible for learning next.  We will not have time for parent/teacher conferences throughout the year, but I will make time to meet with you per your request or my own.
Routine at Home One way to help your child be successful at school is to have routines at home.  Procedures and routines are extremely important at school.  If you have routines at home things will go much smoother at home as well as at school.  Do you have a bedtime routine?  Does your child know the consequences for misbehavior at home?  

Recess The children will eat lunch each day and then go to outdoor recess. (Unless it is raining or the wind chill is below 20). Please keep this in mind when helping your child to select clothing for the day. If your child is too sick to play outside, he/she is too sick to come to school. There is no lunchtime supervision available for children to stay indoors at lunch. Additional morning or afternoon recess will be at my discretion.  Please remember to dress your child appropriately.  Flip flops are not allowed on the playground due to falling hazard.  

Schedule


Breakfast……………………………………8:50


Drop off…………………………………….8:55


Arrival……………………………………..…. 9:00


Wed. Start time/Tardy bell.. 9:30


Start time/ Tardy bell……………..9:10


Recess/Lunch……………………………12:15 – 12:55 

           (We have the last lunch.)

Dismissal……………………………………Car riders: 3:00      Bus riders: 3:10 

Snacks This worked really well this year, so we are trying it again!  I ask that parents/ guardians send in a store bought, pre-packaged snack for the class once a month.  Your child will have a classroom number.  On that day, he/she will bring in snack for the class.  (Example:  #5 would bring in his/her snack on the 5th of each month.)  If your child’s number falls on the weekend, please send his/her snack on Friday.  That way, if a child forgets his/her snack we will always have backup.  Check BIRTHDAY for birthday treats/snack day.

Supplies A supply list was sent home for kindergarten.  Please make sure that your child has a backpack that is labeled.  I have also included an extra supply list for our classroom if you are able to do so.  
Take Home Folder On the first day of school, I will supply your kindergartener with his or her daily take-home folder (red).  The folder is meant to go home each night and come back each day.  Putting papers into a folder can be difficult for little hands.  It becomes even more difficult if last night’s papers were not removed. Please check your son or daughter’s folder each night.  If you need to send a note to school, lunch money, etc. please put it in your child’s folder.  These folders should make it through the entire year; however, if you child’s folder gets lost or destroyed I ask that you replace it.

Transportation Bus riders- The boys and girls must ride their assigned busses.  Students will not be able to ride another bus unless it is pre-approved by the office before hand.

If there is going to be a change in transportation (your child will be picked up today instead of riding the bus, etc.) PLEASE send in a note.  Please do not rely on your child to tell me the transportation change as they often forget. If I do not receive a note, your son or daughter will be sent home the usual way.  In an emergency, you may contact the office about a transportation change. Please do not leave a message on my voicemail or e-mail, as I may not check it before the end of the day.  
Visitors All visitors to The Early Learning Center MUST stop in the office for a pass before heading to classrooms, the lunchroom, etc. If you would like a conference, we will schedule one so that the office will know ahead of time.  

Website I am in the process of updating my classroom website to reflect our kindergarten classroom.  Go to www.hobart.k12.in.us and click the ELC tab.  Then click Teachers. Then click on my name.  I try to update weekly or at least, bi-weekly.  You can find newsletters, upcoming dates, pictures, class lists, etc.

Writing  It will be amazing to watch your child develop in this area.  Students will learn how to draw detailed illustrations, label them, and eventually start writing sentences.  Kindergarten students learn how to write through letter sounds, so do not expect every word to be spelled correctly.  Only word wall words are required to be spelled correctly as they learn them.

Your Kindergartener Would you mind taking a moment and writing to me about your kindergartener? What are some things your child enjoys and what are his or her dislikes.   Are there any medical conditions that I should be aware of?  You know your child best; what should I know that you already know?  Feel free to send this letter in your child’s folder or email it to me at rcrouchclass@hobart.k12.in.us as soon as possible. ( 

ZZzzzz Your child will be extra sleepy in the coming days.  (I know I will be, too! ()  Please make sure that your son or daughter is getting plenty of sleep. Setting and keeping a bedtime is a wonderful gift to your child.  Adjusting to school is much easier on plenty of rest.  We will also take many play breaks and a heads down, quiet time break too!

Thank you so much!  I look forward to working with and getting to know your family this year.  

